MARY QUEEN OF PEACE PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER APRIL 2017
_________________________________________________________________________________________

DATES TO REMEMBER
Thursday 30 March
Friday 31 March
Sunday 2 April
Monday 3 April
Wednesday 5 April
Thursday 6 April
Friday 7 April
Monday 10 April
Thursday 13 April
Friday 14 April – Friday 21
April (inclusive)
Monday 24 April
Wednesday 26 April
Thursday 27 April

No Pupil of the Month Assembly
Trócaire Fundraiser in Martinstown (Y5): Smoothie Day 50p
Credit Union All-Ireland Quiz Final in RDS, Dublin
Final Swim for Y6
Milk Money Due - £8.00 until end of school year
GAA: Boys’ 7 a-side Football in Creggan GAC
Y7 STEM: Big Bang Initiative, Ballymena Showgrounds
Charity Fundraiser (Y7): Jumble Sale in Parish Hall
School Closed @ noon,
Non-Uniform Day, No School Bus, No Lunches
Easter Holidays
School Re-opens
Y7 Swimming begins
Tin Whistle Club (Y4-5, Mrs Hynds)
Pottery Club (Y5-6, Mrs Sharkey)
Pupil of the Month Assembly
GAA: Girls’ 7 a –side Football

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The development of ICT is a School Development Plan
priority. We want all of our pupils to be properly equipped
with the relevant ICT skills, knowledge and experiences
which will allow
them to be
successful
contributors to a
modern society.
Already we have
taken a number
1
of steps to help
us achieve this.
ICT Equipment
we have
Purchased:
- 10 Linx Tablets
(photo 1);
2
- 6 iPads (photo 2);
-digital cameras
for all classrooms;
- free roaming Easi
Speak mics for
recording chats/
interviews/
3
thoughts,
linked to literacy
development
(photo 3);
- desktop
microphones so
4
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children can add voice overs or sound effects to their work,
e.g.: Scratch projects;
-4 extra BeeBots to add to those already in school (photo 4).
Developing Areas of ICT:
Interactive Design has been our ICT focus area this year. All
of the classes have been using SCRATCH, a new
programming language, which allows the children to create
their own interactive stories, games, animations and art. It
develops children’s problem solving and mathematical skills,
at the same time. Your child can access SCRATCH at home by
visiting www.scratch.mit.edu. I would encourage your child
to save, on to a pen drive, any projects they create at home
and bring them in to school to share with the other children.
In-service Training:
Our next staff development day in May will focus on ICT,
with experts from the Nerve Centre training all staff
members in the area of Film and Animation. This is the next
area of ICT that we will develop with the children.
Being Safe Online:
On Safe Internet Day (07.02.17) the KS2 pupils came
together to watch a live streaming of prize winning E-Safety
videos, produced by fellow children. They highlighted the
dangers of the Internet and Social Media and ways in which
children can protect themselves. An information leaflet has
also been distributed to parents with this this month’s
newsletter on Cyber-bullying. It will keep you informed
about APPS that children are using and some TOP TIPS on
how to help keep your children safe online.
Our ICT journey continues, onwards and upwards!
Mrs L Gormley
ICT Co-ordinator

SCHOOL COUNCIL & ACCELERATED READER (AR)
The School Council met with the
Literacy Co-ordinator (Mrs McKeown)
to order new titles for Accelerated
Reader in Key Stage 2 (Y5-7). We
believe that the children should be
involved in decision making in their school and buying books
with the Literacy Co-ordinator shows that our pupils’ views
are listened to in MQP.

SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION
Congratulations to the boys and girls in Mrs McNeiil’s
Y3 Class. You were our first ever sacrament class in Mary
Queen of Peace PS. We are proud of you.

AR Books
read so far:
2,111

Number of
AR Words
read so far:
13,669,470

SACRAMENT of CONFIRMATION
Bishop Farquhar confirmed our Y7 class.
Fr Lyons and everyone at home & in school are proud of you.

AR is going from strength to strength in our P5, 6 and 7
classes and as a further incentive children who successfully
complete 10 quizzes with 85 % or more accuracy will be
allowed to have a ‘ lucky dip’ in a special AR Prize Bin.
So keep reading everyone!
Mrs G McKeown
Literacy Co-ordinator
BALLYMENA FESTIVAL
2017 proved to be a very successful year for Mary Queen of
Peace PS. Against stiff opposition we won the Festival Award
for the Best Overall Primary School in the Speech and Drama
section of the Ballymena Festival.
We had 107 pupils who participated – some for the very first
time. In total we won 63 prizes; nine firsts, 20 seconds, 17
thirds and 17 Highly Commends. Indeed some children were
very unfortunate, narrowly missing out on a prize.
However, participating in the festival is not only about
winning prizes; we have good reason to applaud and
celebrate the performances of our children who did not win
on this occasion but who performed with great confidence
and brought great pride to both themselves and their school.
In short, the real prizes are not the medals and trophies won
now, but the life skills and confidence that are developed for
use in later life.
MQP also enjoyed success in the choir section (third in our
debut year) and prize winners too in dance (Irish and
modern), who also performed at the closing ceremony.
Finally, a big thank you to all the children and their parents
for the great enthusiasm, support and hard work shown
throughout the festival preparations. Every child can be
rightly proud of their own great achievement.
Mrs Claire McAleenan

Thanks to Mrs McConway, the PTA and parishioners who
helped us celebrate after the ceremony in the Parish Centre.
CUMANN na mBUNSCOL ULSTER QUIZ FINAL
Congratulations to our quiz team who reached the Ulster
Final, having qualified as SW Antrim Champions. The Ulster
Final was held in Letterkenny, Co. Donegal and the team
competed very well.
Thanks to Mrs McConway, Mr Magee and Mrs Jean O’Loan
(who returned to the school) for preparing the team.
Next up is the Credit Union All-Ireland Final.

.

LENT
Preparations for Easter continue in the school with
Confessions for the Y5 & 6 classes. Confessions for Y4 will
form part of the children’s preparation for First Holy
Communion.
Trócaire fundraising is an important focus for the children
during Lent. The Y1 class have been collecting copper coins
and thanks to generous donations from our families, the
parish and a local business we needed a trolley to wheel the
money into school to be counted.

Trócaire work has not just been about fundraising. Many of
the classes have been studying developing world issues, the
work of Trócaire in the world today and the historical impact
of famine in Ireland.
Y7 have organised a charity jumble sale on Monday 10 April
in the Parish Hall. This was an important event for the
children in the life of Glenravel PS and they were keen to see
it transferred over to the new school. Y1 and 2 pupils will be
transported, by bus, to the Jumble Sale on the afternoon of
Monday 10 April and parents can collect their children
directly from the Parish Hall at 2 p.m.

Other Classes have been busy too:
Green Day

Green Day: Assembly

Y7 Toast Sale

Y4 Bun Sale

Bun Sale in Cargan too!

All of the classes have
organised fundraisers
including:
Y2 Easter Egg Raffle;
Y3 Colouring Competition;
Y5 Smoothie Day
Y6 Hamper Raffle (thank-you
to the Y6 family for the
generous donation).

SCHOOL UNIFORM
We have had our first good days of sunshine
and our first days of missing/muddled up
jumpers. Please help us by ensuring that all
items of school uniform are marked with your
child’s name and class. Some of the labels from
the start of the year have faded and it would be
helpful if you would update the names.
GAELIC GAMES
Our camogie and hurling
teams played at the
half-time interval of
Antrim’s NHL
game v Westmeath
in Cushendall. Both teams
won their matches v
Glenann PS.

Well done everyone
and it was also the
first team we wore
our new home
school kit.
Next up, it is football
season.

SAFEGUARDING
Martinstown
Parents/guardians who are collecting children during the
school day should go directly to the secretary's office. The
office is located in the main building. Our secretary will
collect your child from their classroom (in the main building
or in the mobiles) and take them to you in the office area.
This is an important safeguarding procedure for our school.
Parents/grandparents/guardians that go directly to
classrooms will be asked by the staff to report to the
secretary first.
It is important also that children's lessons are not disturbed
by parents/guardians leaving lunches or PE trainers directly
to classrooms during the school day. These items can be left
at the office and collected at break/lunchtime.
Cargan
The Cargan site does not have a secretary. If you wish to
collect a child during the school day then you should ring the
buzzer, enter the building and wait for a member of staff to
come and greet you. Please do not go directly to a
classroom. This is a safeguarding matter.
It is particularly important that disruptions are kept to a
minimum on the Cargan site because there is no secretary.
If you need to leave a lunch, for example, to the Cargan
school you can do this by calling to the office, in the mobile,
at 10.45 a.m. or 12.15 p.m. when there will be a member of
staff present.
All of the above procedures are
necessary to ensure that the
children are safe on the school
sites and that learning can take
place without unnecessary, and avoidable, disruptions to
lessons. The school receives terrific support from parents
but it is important that all parents support the school's
procedures.
Mary Queen of Peace PS has successful applied for £15,000
of funding from the Department of Education to provide
secure fencing and gates on both school sites, in order to
improve safeguarding in Martinstown and Cargan schools.
Planning applications have been lodged and we anticipate
that work will begin before the end of the school year.
Working together we can improve both school sites and
improve our safeguarding procedures. Please share these
procedures with child minders and other family members.
MARCH in PHOTOS

Maths Trail

SCHOOL AIMS
Our aims shape the curriculum. The school’s fourth aim is:
To promote positive behaviour within the school through a
happy and caring environment based on respect, tolerance
co-operation and self-discipline and where all children are
valued as equals.
Behaviour standards are high in this school. Our children are
self-disciplined and they know what good behaviour is, as
well as recognising and accepting when behaviour falls
below the standards we all expect in Mary Queen of Peace
PS. At the beginning of the school year each class drew up a
set of classroom and playground rules, which they all agreed
to. Next school year we will share the class/playground rules
with you. As this is also the start of a new school it will be
important that we consult with staff, parents and pupils on a
Positive Behaviour Policy for MQP. This will be a School
Development Plan priority in 2017-18.
Children’s good behaviour, as
well as academic and extracurricular achievements are
recognised by reward schemes.
Teachers use their own daily/
weekly reward programmes and
we also have a whole school
Pupil of the Month award.
The curriculum is also used to promote the children’s
Personal Development and Mutual Understanding (PD&MU)
skills, knowledge and experiences. Anti-Bullying Week, for
example, allowed us to develop the concepts of tolerance,
respect and the skills needed to work together.
MARCH in PHOTOS

St. Patrick’s Day

World Book Day

